
Jesus of 
Nazareth 

September 11, 02 BC to May 15, 33 AD 

Contemporaries and Intertwined Events 
 

BD   Biblical Dates, starting with creation of man as year one.  (Martin Anstey’s Dates)   
BCE/CE Standard Ptolemaic Dates, more commonly listed as BC/AD. 

 
The World into which Jesus was Born  

(Click on the item or hyperlink for information.) 

 
ROME 

__Julius ___I________Civil War__________I____________Caeser________I___Tiberius__ 
   Caesar           (Ultimately Octavian vs. Anthony)                         Augustus                              13—37 CE 
   47-44 BCE                               44-27 BCE                                                       27 BCE-8/19/14 CE                       4052-4075 BD 
3992-3995 BD                        3995-4012 BD                                                        4012-4052 BD 

 
SYRIA 

Initial Roman__ _ _ _ __l___I_   _   _   _   _   _     l_Herod_l______Later Roman Occupation__________ 
 Occupation                        \ _Parthian Occupation         30-17 BCE                                            

 
Egypt 

_______________Cleopatra VII__________________l*l________________Roman Occupation________________ 
52-36 BCE                                          *Ptolemy XV                     30 BCE-395 CE  

36-30 BCE 

 
Judea—Galilee                     (Coponius, Ambivulus, Rufus) 

                    _Phasael_                                                             ArchelausI__/__IGratusI_Pilate_ 
_Antipater __I 47-40 BCE I**l__________Herod______________I 1 BCE-6 CE              15-26 CE   26-36 CE 
    (67-47 BCE)     I_Herod_ I  **Antigonus          37-1 BCE                                   I_______Herod Antipas______ 
                              47-39 BCE             40-37                                                                                   Galilee, 1 BCE-39 CE 

 
High Priests                            

______Hyrcanus II_____I_*_I___Joshua-Phiabi____l_Simon__l____**__I_Annas_I***I_Caiaphas_ 
63-40 BCE                                        35-22 BCE                       22-5 BCE                              6-15 CE                 18-36 CE    

       *Antigonus,  Anael, Astrobulus                                 **Matthias, Joasar, Eleazar, Joshua-Sie 
40-37        37-35     35  BCE                                                      *** Ishmael, Eleazar, Simon 

15-16  16-17  17-18 CE 
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Date Events Text  (if applicable) 
Source or Rationale (if contested) 

  

The Pre-Incarnate Messiah 
 

 

Mark 1:1; John 1:1-5, 10-14 

Mar 15, 44 BC Julius Caesar assassinated in the Roman Senate; killed when declared 
dictator for life by republican conspirators, civil war erupts 

 

44 BC Marc Antony, Lepidus, and Octavian join forces against Brutus and Cassius 
 

43 BC Octavian receives rank of Senator with expanded military command 
 

42 BC Battle of Philippi:  Octavian and Marc Antony vanquish Brutus and Cassius 
 

 Octavian, Anthony, and Lepidus jointly rule as the Second Triumvirate 
 

40 BC Parthians take Jerusalem, slay Phasael and crown Antigonus ben Aristobulus 
 

 Herod escapes to Rome and is crowned by the Senate as King of Judea 
 

38 BC Marc Anthony returns to Egypt  
 

37 BC Herod takes Jerusalem; Antigonus sent to Anthony and beheaded.  
 

 Anael appointed High Priest upon Herod's capture of Jerusalem 
 

 Octavian receives 10-year commission as military commander over the 
military provinces 

 

36 BC Octavian, Antony, and Lepidus divide the empire between them. 
 

35 BC Aristobulus appointed High Priest and puppet king by the Parthians 
 

32 BC Octavian receives oath of allegiance from Italy and Western provinces 
 

31 BC Battle of Actium; Anthony and Cleopatra defeated by Octavian 
 

 Octavian defeats Egypt.  Anthony and Cleopatra commit suicide. With the 
defeat of Egypt, Octavian became virtual ruler of the world. 

 

21 BC Herod rebuilds Samaria and calls it Sebaste 
 

 Simon ben Beothus appointed High Priest 
 

17 BC Herod begins to build Caesarea 
 

6 BC Judea annexed by Rome 
 

Sept 11, 2 BC Birth of Jesus, the Messiah of Israel and Savior of the World 
 

 
Next Period 
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